In defense of the oral cavity: the protective role of the salivary secretions.
Saliva performs important protective roles in the oral cavity. Debate in the 1970s over the "specific" or "non-specific" action of salivary components has given way to current attempts to identify the full complement of all proteins in saliva that are now considered to act in concert. At the same time, more fundamental protective qualities of saliva water and pH control are receiving less attention. These qualities may be among saliva's most important. This presentation will review recent advances in the genomics and proteomics of saliva, as well as saliva's roles in tissue coating, alimentation, and regulation of the oral flora.